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The Poster Design Project was arranged by the Integrity Commission and open to 

all Secondary Schools in Trinidad and Tobago. The project was designed for 

expression to be given in art to the topic: ‘Integrity and Ethics’.  

In due course we shall hear from the judges which entries would have captured the 

first, second and third places. What I can say however, and what has given me 

great encouragement and hope is the fact that all the entrants showed in his or her 

own way, that deep in their juvenile minds, reposes a sense and a comprehension 

of, Integrity. And in this respect they are all winners. 

So, apart from the prizes that will be given to the entrants that placed first, second 

and third, tokens will be given to all the other entrants in appreciation of their 

praiseworthy efforts. 

Duane O’Connor age fifteen years, the 2018 TUCO Calypso Monarch also 

demonstrated his thorough grasp of the concept of Integrity in his winning 

presentation. In his case however, although art was still the vehicle, the form was 

music. The lyrics of his winning calypso are inspiring, motivating and educative. 

We thank him for his presence her today and we deeply appreciate his willingness 

by his winning composition to join us in the movement to foster and maintain 

Integrity in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Integrity Commission hopes that as one facet of its anti-corruption drive the 

connective tissue of art would assist in the process of integrity permeating and 

saturating society as a whole. 

These young people are therefore playing a pivotal role in this national campaign.  



We come now to Leon Reyes age fourteen. And not unlike the others, he evinced a 

profound sense of integrity. In his case however, he expressed his understanding of 

integrity in action, not in art.  

How many adults in Trinidad and Tobago would have found a wallet filled with 

money and without touching the contents would have taken it to the nearest police 

station? How many adults in TT would have done that? 

I asked that question some time ago and I received some bizarre answers. One was 

classic: 

Q. How many adults in TT would find a wallet filled with money and without 

touching the contents would take it to the nearest police station?  

A. You can count on one hand and not use the thumb. 

On Friday of last week however, I had the delightful experience of addressing 

students of the Sacred Heart R.C. School (SHRCS) who had graduated a few 

weeks earlier. And I put this very question to those 11 and 12 year olds. They all 

bar two in a unified and vociferous chorus declared that they would take the wallet 

to the proper authorities. It was moving to hear these young children articulate 

what they considered the right thing to do in that situation.  

I will refer to these students of SHRCS in a short while. 

The integrity young Leon Reyes displayed in taking that wallet filled with money 

to the police station, is without boundaries. He is a credit to his family, a credit to 

his school, a credit to his community and a credit to his country. 

The Integrity in Public Life Act, the law of the land, requires every person in 

public life, to file with the Integrity Commission a declaration of his Income, 

Assets and Liabilities and a Statement of Registrable Interests by 31st May of every 

year. This is not an onerous requirement. Yet, by 31st May of this year 74% of 

persons in public life had failed to file their declarations for the year 2017.  

This state of affairs, unfortunate as it is need not have occurred at all. It did not 

require abstruse, esoteric reasoning, it is straightforward. 



If a person is offered a position and that position would make him a person in 

public life and therefore subject to the provisions of the Integrity in Public Life 

Act, then he has one of two options open to him. 

If he considers the provisions of the Act to be over-bearing or for that matter 

intrusive then he would decline the offer and avoid the Act. 

If however, he accepts the position that makes him a person in public life, then he 

must accept the accompanying responsibility. He cannot expect to be a person in 

public life and at the same time to disregard the provisions of the Act. He cannot 

be a person in public life and not want to be accountable.  

Those persons in public life therefore who have failed to file their declarations 

need to pull up their socks; they must observe the law of the land and avoid any 

unpleasantness lower down the road. 

They can most certainly take a page from the book of these school children who 

have contributed to the poster design project; they can also be guided by fifteen 

year old Duane O’Connor and fourteen year old Leon Reyes. 

These children are indisputably paragons of integrity and they all qualify to be 

exemplars for the nation in general and for the delinquent declarants in particular. 

This is delicious irony. Young children setting the example for adults.  

I spoke earlier of addressing a class of students of the Sacred Heart R.C. School 

who had recently graduated. I had the honour of actually attending their graduation 

ceremony at Queen’s Hall and I was positively overwhelmed by the firm grasp 

these 11 and 12 year olds have of integrity as expressed in their motto: ‘Be the 

Change You Want to See in the World”. I commend the teachers who faithfully 

inculcated these noble ideals in the minds of their young charges. 

When I consider the intensity of approach these 11 and 12 year old children have 

to the concept integrity; when I consider the art work of these 11 to 18 year old 

secondary school children on the theme of integrity; when I consider the lyrics of 

the calypso of fifteen year old Duane O’Connor and when I consider the 

astounding honesty of fourteen year old Leon Reyes. When I consider all the above 

I am reminded with no small amount of clarity, of the words of Our Lord as he 



quoted the Psalmist in answer to the chief priest and scribes: ‘Out of the mouths of 

infants and sucklings Thou has perfected praise.’ 

I have arrived at the settled conclusion that we must involve the young people in 

our struggle against corruption and our maintenance of integrity in our society. 

They are clearly ready to be involved. They would be the future TT and must be 

given the opportunity to contribute to the configuration of their future society. 

Ladies and gentlemen let us mobilize behind the banner of integrity and anti-

corruption. Let every citizen of TT get involved in one way or another; we are all 

negatively affected by corruption and we are all concerned with the propagation of 

integrity. We must therefore all be involved. 

We can begin in small ways, bearing in mind that the seemingly minor things can 

be very important. It is accepted that small infractions of the law can later lead to 

big infractions of the law.  

Let us begin by simply observing the traffic laws. Let us disregard the joke about 

traffic lights viz: if you come to a traffic light and it is lighting green, you go; if it 

is lighting amber you go; if it is lighting red, you go if there is no police officer 

around. This happens every day and it is not a laughing matter. We must inculcate 

in ourselves a sense of responsibility a sense of propriety, a sense of discipline.  

What is interesting is that the very people who so readily break the traffic laws and 

are without discipline and courtesy on the roads and elsewhere, when they go to 

the US they are as meek and as gentle as lambs.  If they can behave themselves in 

the US why can they not behave themselves at home? 

The campaign must be concerted and relentless. We have to attack on several 

fronts. We have to band together and refuse to pay bribes to public officials in the 

course of our official business with them. This is a deep seated cancer that has 

metastasized throughout the entire country. Engaging it would call for 

commitment, solidarity and profound community of purpose; but it can be done. 

We must not throw up our hands in abject resignation and say it cannot be done 

because this is Trinidad. 



Once we embark on this course however, there can be no back sliding; there must 

be no viper in the nest, because if there is then the last stage would become worse 

than the first. 

I appeal for help from NGOs, the press, radio, television, schools, churches, 

citizens. If they find these suggestions viable and a possible starting point for this 

long journey, then they can help me get them off the ground and into orbit.  

We must arrest the rapid decent of our society into the vortex of corruption, for the 

sake of our children, our grandchildren and indeed for the sake of the future of this 

country. 

It must never be said, ever, that the only place one can find Integrity in TT is in the 

Oxford English dictionary. 

 


